Guide to Understanding US History

Unit 9, Goal 9

The Roaring 20’s and The Great Depression
1. What was Prohibition?  What Amendment made it law?  What Amendment repealed it? 

2. Who were the Lost Generation? 

3. What were talkies?  What was the first? 

4. What sort of illegal activities rose up due to Prohibition?

5. What was the Harlem Renaissance?  Who was the main writer associated with it?

6. What was the flapper supposed to represent for women?

7. What was the Scopes Trial? 

8. What was the “Red Summer” named after? 

9. What countries were targeted with the Immigration Act of 1924? 

10. What was the Kellogg-Briand Pact?  Did it work? 

11. What was the worst scandal of the Harding Administration? What was it about? 

12. What impact did the Ford-McCumber Tariff have on American trade with Europe?

13. What was happening to farmers in the 1920’s? 

14. What made personal debt increase in the 1920’s? 

15. What is an installment plan? 

16. How did Ford achieve his dream of making a car that ordinary people could afford? 

17. What led to greater spending in the 1920’s? 

18. What day is known as Black Tuesday?

19. What were the Palmer Raids? 

20. What was the Red Scare?  How were Sacco and Vanzetti an example?

21. What were the outcomes in the following court cases and how were they examples of the Red Scare: 

a. Schenck v. United States
b. Gitlow v. New York 

22. What were the 4 causes of the Great Depression? 

23. How did Hoover respond to the Great Depression? What were Hoovervilles?

24. What was the Lame Duck Amendment? 

25. What was the Wagner Act? 

26. What was the “Hundred Days”?

27. What happened with the Bonus Army? 

28. What was the New Deal? 

29. What did FDR try to do with the Supreme Court that became known as Court Packing?

30. What was “Rugged Individualism”?

31. What was the Hawley-Smoot Tariff?  

32. What was the Reconstruction Finance Corporation? 

33. What does the phrase “relief, recovery, reform” say about FDR’s plan for the American economy? ‘
34. What was “Alphabet Soup”?

35. What was the main job of each of the following New Deal Programs? 

a. Agricultural Adjustment Act

b. Public Works Administration

c. Tennessee Valley Authority

d. Federal Depositors Insurance Corporation

e. Social Security Act

f. Banking Holiday

g. Federal Emergency Relief Act

h. Securities Exchange Commission

i. Civilian Conservation Corps
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Unit 9, Goal 9

The Roaring 20’s and The Great Depression
1. What was Prohibition?  What Amendment made it law?  What Amendment repealed it? 

The illegal selling and consumption of alcohol

18th amendment

21st amendment
2. Who were the Lost Generation? 

Authors upset with American way of life that moved to Paris

Ernest Hemingway and F. Scott Fitzgerald
3. What were talkies?  What was the first? 

First movies with sound

The Jazz Singer
4. What sort of illegal activities rose up due to Prohibition?

Bootlegging, Speakeasies, Gang Violence
5. What was the Harlem Renaissance?  Who was the main writer associated with it?

Celebration of African American Art and Culture

Langston Hughes
6. What was the flapper supposed to represent for women?

New age modern woman
7. What was the Scopes Trial? 

Argued the teaching of evolution in schools
8. What was the “Red Summer” named after? 

Refers to the race riots that occurred in more than three dozen cities in the United States during the summer and early autumn of 1919. In most instances, whites attacked African Americans. The riots followed postwar social tensions related to the demobilization of veterans of World War I, both black and white, and competition for jobs among ethnic whites and blacks.

9. What countries were targeted with the Immigration Act of 1924? 

Southern and Eastern Europeans
10. What was the Kellogg-Briand Pact?  Did it work? 

Pact that said no one would declare war. No- no one to enforce it
11. What was the worst scandal of the Harding Administration? What was it about? 

Tea Pot Dome Scandal- the selling of the Navy’s lands to oil companies
12. What impact did the Ford-McCumber Tariff have on American trade with Europe?

Meant to help the Great Depression by fostering the purchase of American made goods- ended up hurting the economy more so than helping
13. What was happening to farmers in the 1920’s? 

Farmers were in dept to banks. The overproduction of crops after WWI caused them to be indebt
14. What made personal debt increase in the 1920’s? 

Easy credit and the purchase of the new “Must haves”
15. What is an installment plan? 

Paying for goods over a period of time
16. How did Ford achieve his dream of making a car that ordinary people could afford? 

Assembly line and the standardization of cars made it cheaper for people to buy
17. What led to greater spending in the 1920’s? 

Must haves- cars, washing machines, radio, etc
18. What day is known as Black Tuesday?

October 29, 1929 the Day that the stock market crashed
19. What were the Palmer Raids? 

Raids lead by Palmer that went after suspected communist
20. What was the Red Scare?  How were Sacco and Vanzetti an example?

Free of communists and immigrants that could be bringing communists ideas to the U.S.

Sacco and Vanzetti- two Italian immigrants that were tried and executed for robbery (falsely accused)
21. What were the outcomes in the following court cases and how were they examples of the Red Scare: 

a. Schenck v. United States
(Espionage Act) – ruled that during war time people were waived of their 1st amendment rights if it went against or corrupted the war effort
b. Gitlow v. New York 

22. What were the 4 causes of the Great Depression? 

Buying on margin, high speculation, over production, easy credit
23. How did Hoover respond to the Great Depression? What were Hoovervilles?

He believed in “Rugged Individualism” – that the people should help themselves
Nicknames for the shantytowns- showed peoples distrust in Hoover
24. What was the Lame Duck Amendment? 

Moved the presidential inauguration date from March to January
20th amendment
25. What was the Wagner Act? 

Established the federal government as the regulator and ultimate arbiter of labor relations
26. What was the “Hundred Days”?

Time period at the beginning of FDR’s presidency- enacted a ton of government programs to help ease the problems of the great depression
27. What happened with the Bonus Army? 

Marched on Washington wanting their bonus early. Hoover wouldn’t give it to them, and they started rioting. People injured, infant killed due to gas.
28. What was the New Deal? 

Programs designed to help relieve people of Great Depression problems. 
29. What did FDR try to do with the Supreme Court that became known as Court Packing?

The Supreme Court ruled some of FDRs new deal programs as unconstitutional- FDR wanted to pack the court to get more of his programs through.
30. What was “Rugged Individualism”?

Hoover’s reaction to the Great Depression- people should help themselves- it is not the government’s responsibility.
31. What was the Hawley-Smoot Tariff?  

Tariff that Hoover puts in place in order to help the Great Depression- doesn’t work.
32. What was the Reconstruction Finance Corporation? 

The agency gave $2 billion in aid to state and local governments and made loans to banks, railroads, mortgage associations and other businesses. The loans were nearly all repaid. It was continued by the New Deal and played a major role in handling the Great Depression in the United States and setting up the relief programs that were taken over by the New Deal in 1933. 
33. What does the phrase “relief, recovery, reform” say about FDR’s plan for the American economy? ‘

Relief-giving direct aid Recovery- helping put people to work Reform- changing something to make it better
34. What was “Alphabet Soup”?

The nickname for FDR’s new deal agencies
35. What was the main job of each of the following New Deal Programs? 

a. Agricultural Adjustment Act

Give money to farms to stop producing
b. Public Works Administration

Putting people to working building public establishments
c. Tennessee Valley Authority

Putting men to work mainly building dams
d. Federal Depositors Insurance Corporation

Insures people’s money that they deposit in to the back
e. Social Security Act

Unemployment and safety net for workers
f. Banking Holiday

Closed down all banks and only allowed the secure banks to reopen
g. Federal Emergency Relief Act

Direct aid given to people and businesses 
h. Securities Exchange Commission

Set up safety nets and regulations for the stock market
i. Civilian Conservation Corps

Put men to work doing forestry jobs
